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Sitting here in Zululand, feeling the heartbeat of Africa, I am gathering my thoughts to put on
paper what has happened in 2019 and what the future holds for 2020. In front of me lies an
almost dry riverbed and from my hide I have a beautiful view of the animals coming and
going from the water below. It is so peaceful and I realise again how blessed we are to be
able to live out our dream.

To begin with, I read my report of 2018 and realised that so much has happened in the past
year and in some ways so very little has changed.
For us personally, not much has changed in the past year. This can be viewed very positively
as the previous year changed our lives forever. Telani, Amy and myself are well! We had a
great Season and that helps to keep our minds well occupied. Obviously, we have good days
and sad days where the tears just flow because we miss our beautiful Lara so much; we
always will!

October is a very tough month for us. The tragic accident, Lara’s untimely passing and her
birthday on the 20th. This will not change, and that we have to live with. We were blessed to
have lived life to the fullest with Lara and our memories are full of all the wonderful
experiences we shared, and this keeps us going.

For years now, I have been trying to convince Telani to take up Golf, and finally I got her to
do so! Some of you might laugh now, but for those that play, know that Golf is a wonderful
sport. It is something you can do well into your senior years and it is fascinating how such a
small ball can captivate you totally. It can make you screaming mad sometimes, but on other
days you get so much pleasure from the game. The more you play, the more you want to play
and try to improve. Telani is a natural and even though she only started this year, she is
already a 29 Handicapper! I am so proud of her!
Pongola, our little town has a wonderful 9 hole course, and South Africa has some of the
leading Golf courses in the world! Maybe in the future we will start to offer Hunting Safaris
in combination with a week of Golfing on some spectacular courses…who is
keen??…something different for a change :] We could start you on the thriving KZN North
Coast, where there are nine world class golf courses and then travel up to us in Zululand
In the office Telani has everything under control. The email correspondence, the contracts,
organising of rifle imports, transfers, hunting licenses and of course, the accounts and
bookkeeping. Freddy and I support her in every way possible, we work so well together and
its fun! Telani also has the fringe benefit that she may sit on her Bosses lap in the office and
elsewhere from time to time :] Aren’t I a lucky man!
Our dear Amy starts her final school year in 2020! Amy is now 17 and will do her learners
driver license this year. She is very well and is thriving at school, academically and socially.
She has a great circle of friends and they support and motivate her tremendously. She has
been chosen as a School and Hostel prefect and we are so proud of her. It has been two

extremely tough years for her with all the reconstructive surgeries, and she misses Lara
dearly! Her operations have gone very well so far. The surgeons are very happy with her
progress, and so are we. She is such a brave young Lady, she never complained once about
the operations and the lengthy recovery time after each one. She just put her head down and
pushed through…amazing!! With a bit of luck, the last essential operation will be in January,
after that she can still consider one or two cosmetic surgeries if she feels she wants to. She
can also do this in a few years’ time. She looks so beautiful!
For me, not much has changed, sometimes I feel as if I am absent, like I am still in a state of
shock and disbelief. My relationship with God seems as if it is on hold. I believe in God and I
am convinced Lara is in heaven. I just wish I could still believe like I did two years ago. I just
have so many questions and it feels that for those there are no answers yet. I just believe that
God is still carrying me and my Family at this time, just like in the poem I added to my report
last year. I feel this poem relates to how I feel at the moment and that is why I have included
it once again in this year’s report.

“Footprints in the Sand” by Margaret Fishback Powers

“One night I dreamed a dream.
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord.
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand,
One belonging to me and one to my Lord.
After the last scene of my life flashed before me,
I looked back at the footprints in the sand.
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,
especially at the very lowest and saddest times,
there was only one set of footprints.
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it.
“Lord, you said once I decided to follow you,
You’d walk with me all the way.
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life,
there was only one set of footprints.
I don’t understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me.”
He whispered, “My precious child, I love you and will never leave you
Never, ever, during your trials and testings.
When you saw only one set of footprints,
It was then that I carried you.

I am however doing much better. The waves of sadness seem just as high as before, but it is as
if the waves are further apart…if that makes sense? I can concentrate a bit better on the Safari
Business, Hunting Areas and I am motivated. I am proud of our Safari Company and of my
Team. I really enjoy my job!
In 2018 I guided about 100 days, but in future I will reduce that a bit. I will focus more on the
organisational part of our business. It is incredible how the administrative burden just
becomes more and more every year. I love interacting with all the guests in the various camps
and this will remain a real focus of mine. If I guide hunters, I prefer to hunt in Thaba Tholo,
because on my own farm in Zululand, I tend to focus more on what I see that needs attention
on the reserve, than on the hunt itself.
I will move around between the various camps and see to it that everything is run with
German precision. And see to it that you, our guest, only get the best as you deserve. I have
been working as a professional hunter now for 30 years and have successfully hunted
thousands of animals. I have so many fond memories and unforgettable moments and not to
mention the many friends I have made for life. The urge to kill animals is not what it used to
be, and I believe it to be better, more fun and fair for our clients to hunt with our young and
energetic professional hunters. I might have more experience and wisdom than some of the
young guys, but to be or to become a good professional hunter, you have to be out there on a
daily basis. Only if you are out there, can all your senses remain focussed and alert. Your
eyes, ears, nose and sixth sense all need to be in sync to keep yourself and your client out of
harm’s way. On top of all of that it is very, very important is to handle your firearm on a
daily basis. A good, confident and accurate marksman achieves that by practice, practice and
more practice and not by owning the most beautiful and expensive rifle which is standing in
the safe. For your own safety it is of utmost importance to hunt with a humble and active
professional hunter…these we have, and on top of that we throw in a good sense of humour 
,to make your safari an unforgettable one. That is why I feel I need to let the young guys do
most of the hunting, because they are active, motivated and damn good!

I have great news regarding Freddy, my
brother in-law [Telani’s Brother]. In
the past few years he has grown
tremendously and has become an
integral part of our business. Freddy
takes on a lot of responsibility, is
passionate and motivated to promote
our Company to remain the best in the
business. He is very involved in the
marketing and social media side and he
is proud to be part of MDS and we are
proud and glad to have him. That is
why we have decided to make him a
Partner in MDS. Together we are
stronger. Our Management Team is
now: Sam Kgonono, Freddy Robertson
and Mark Dedekind.
Yvette and Connor are very well and Connor is going to BIG school next year - Grade 1!!!

Rowan is busy writing his exams to qualify as Professional Hunter. He
should also be able to qualify for his Big Game license in a year’s time,
because he has gained so much experience in the past two years. Rowan has
great passion and has learnt a lot in the time he has been with us and I am
convinced that he will become a great PH.

Sam is also very well. He just became a Father again and is planning
to get married in 2020. Sam is a loyal and hardworking partner and I
am very glad to have him as my support here in Zululand. When I am
away from home for lengthy periods of time, I know that everything
at home will be safe, taken care of and running smoothly.

Tommy got married in October to Tanya. Unfortunately his
wedding was during the hunting season and none of us
where able to attend. The wedding venue was 500km away
from Zululand and our camp was full with clients at that
time. We enjoyed the photos and celebrated with them in
spirit.
We are also very sad to inform you that Tommy has
resigned and decided to go back to his Father’s Farm to
pursue his passion of processing meat; they have a rural
butchery which he intends to expand. He also plans to farm
with pigs and sheep.
Tanya is hoping to find a job at a nearby school as a teacher.
We wish the newlyweds all the best and hope with all our
heart that their decision was the right one and that they will be very successful.
It is unclear at this stage whether Tommy will hunt in the future. He will be dearly missed by
all of us as well as by many clients!
In the course of this year we employed a new
professional hunter, Werner Mulder. He guided
numerous clients for us in 2019 and all of them where
very satisfied. He fits into the team well. Even though
he is very young he has a lot of experience and has
worked in SA as well as Zambia. Werner is a humble
and calm hunter, he is friendly and has a good sense
of humour. Werner’s Fiancé, Carin, will take over the
management of the lodge and kitchen and support
Telani with some admin. Both of them speak
relatively good German already and are determined to
improve quickly. Werner and Carin will be married in
November and will move into my parent’s old home
where Tommy was living. We wish them a happy
future with us and hope that together we can build a
great future.

Leo van Rooyen has become like a permanent employee of MDS, even
though he is a freelancer. He takes ownership and responsibility and his
vast experience in guiding big game all over Africa is so valuable. It is
great to have such experienced Professional Hunters in our team, from
whom the young guys can learn. Leo will be with us for almost half the
season and you can look forward to hearing many interesting stories
from his past around the campfire.

William Jardine has become a regular member of our team of
freelancers. He is a very good hunter and is much appreciated as a guide
by families and kids. His knowledge of fauna and flora is impressive and
he does very interesting guided walks here and in the Kruger National
Park. We are planning to work out some more lovely scenic and
interesting routes here on Mahlalela, which I am sure everyone will
enjoy. This will also give the non – hunting companions something very
pleasurable to do.
I have to share some news on Karl Dedekind who has
been part of MDS for 20 years. (Even though these
days he only guides 4 hunts a year). It is not official
but it looks as if we might have another wedding in
2020! It seems that Karl has finally found the right
lady. We are very happy for him and hope that he can
finally tie the knot.
I would also like to thank Karl and his brother Rupert
from Universal Trophy Services. They handle all of
our client’s Trophy and Taxidermy needs. They are
absolutely professional. I always say, our work is only
done once our client has his perfectly mounted
Trophy’s on his wall. Their work ensures that this is
achieved, and is the cherry on the top of a successful
hunt!
In 2020, all of our regular hunting areas will remain unchanged. We however are very excited
to tell you about the addition of a new 23 000ha Big Five area that we now have access to
here in Zululand. This slightly hilly Bushveld area is only 10 km from our lodge and has
more than 1 000 Buffalo. This will be the first season that we hunt this area and we expect
some exciting hunting of old Dagga Boys on this Private Reserve. This is going to be an
experience not to be missed.

Our private Reserve, Mahlalela, as well as the adjacent Hunting Areas, produced exceptional
Trophy Quality and we expect the same for 2020. Even though we also experienced very dry
conditions, we did not have the severe drought that Namibia and other southern African
countries and provinces did. We hardly lost any game. We have already received some good
and welcome rain at the end of October and November has been good so far; this means we
have plenty of food and water for our animals. The prognosis for the rest of the season is
normal rainfall. We expect many off spring and will have no choice but to manage some of
the species numbers again next year by offering culling hunts.
In the Links below you will find our Pricelists and Specials for 2020. If you would like
something different than what is offered, please send us an email and we will tailor-make you
a Safari to suit your needs. We will also be more than happy to welcome you at our Booth at
one of the shows we will be attending, to discuss and plan your hunt.



Our 2020 Price List
Our 2020 Specials

Zululand remains the Top choice hunting destination for visitors to Southern Africa,
especially for Hunters that have visited Namibia many times and now wish to hunt different
Species. Buffalo, Nyala, Mountain and Common Reedbuck, Bushbuck, Bushpig and Red
Duiker, to name a few, all occur here naturally. Challenging hunting, beautiful and changing
landscapes and the close proximity of the Indian Ocean, make Zululand a must visit
destination for your bucket list. It’s an especially good experience for a Family to combine
Hunting with some of the best Sightseeing that Africa has to offer.

The season in Thaba Tholo was very good, as is the case in Zululand, where we had 100%
success with all our Buffalo hunts. The Sable population is forever increasing and next year
we will have even more on offer. You will be very happy to see that the price of Sable and
Roan has come down quite a lot. This 50 000ha concession is an absolute pleasure to hunt on.
Every year it produces really exceptional quality Trophies. Clients went home with huge
Kudu, Eland, Impala, Sable, Roan, just to name a few, and obviously our main treat; Big, Old
Buffalo and Warthogs!

The Warthog population is still not where we want it to be and the ongoing dry conditions
contribute to this. We will therefore only offer around 300 Warthog for Culling in 2020.
Also, like this year, we will only take off 15 Trophy Warthog males. Although there are less
Warthogs, the quality remains unbeatable and all males measured over 30 cm. These
sustainable hunting practices that we manage so carefully, are why we can offer really old
and mature animals year after year. We only hunt 3% of our animal population as trophies!

Those of you that visited us in Thaba Tholo this year may have enjoyed the new improved
hunting camp. We only received positive feedback and we intend to make more
improvements the Camp in this off season.

We would like to draw your attention to two articles that where published in Hunting
Magazines in Germany, (Unfortunately they are only in German). One is by Heiko Hornung,
Chief Editor of Wild und Hund and the other by DR Karl – Heinz Betz, in Jagen Weltweit.
See the Links below:
 Article in Wild und Hund by Heiko Hornung.
 Article in Jagen Weltweit by Dr Karl-Heinz Betz

Our travel Plans for 2020:





Jagd & Hund, Dortmund, 28. January – 2. February, Stand Nr 7C46, Freddy & Mark.
Fehova, Budapest, 14. - 16. February, Molnar Jagdreisen Stand, Mark & Telani.
Hohe Jagd, Salzburg, 20. - 23. February, Stand Nr 0303, Halle 8, Mark & Telani.
Jagd & Schützentage, Castle Lembeck in Dorsten, 27. - 29. March, Mark & Amy
Dedekind.

As in every newsletter, I would like to share some political news from SA.
For the past two years, SA was in the news a lot regarding expropriation of land without
compensation… in essence, another Zimbabwe story. This is and will remain a big issue and
was used by numerous political parties during their campaigns leading up to the 2019
elections, which were held in May this year. Many empty promises were made by various
political leaders, just as elsewhere in the world. Land remains a sensitive topic as I already
mentioned in last year’s newsletter. This must be dealt with as a matter of urgency and a
permanent solution needs to be found that works for all.

Too many people have no access to land and no possibility to purchase it as financing is
difficult or impossible to come by without collateral. The biggest need for land is around the
cities. People flock there in the hope of finding work, but have no place to stay. This is how
the informal settlements are formed.
The government is building free housing for some, but it is impossible to supply the need for
all, as the government has very limited resources. Most of these people are more than willing
to build their own houses. All they hope for is 500m/2 of land with basic services like
sewerage, refuse removal, access to water and electricity, which they are willing to pay for.
The ANC won with 62% which is OK for me as the party’s principles are good.
Unfortunately, so many are corrupt in the leadership and to get that rot out of the system will
take many years. Most of them do not care about their people, but only about themselves and
the money they can steal while in a powerful position. Under the leadership of our previous
president Jacob Zuma, who lead for 10 years, he managed to destroy all systems of
accountability. He has caused our country so much harm and so much money was misspent
and stolen in his time of rule. Most of our government enterprises such as Eskom [Electricity
supply), Denel (Arms and Ammunition), SA Airlines, SA Broadcasting Corporation and
many more are bankrupt. Incompetent management, looting, corruption and no accountability
is the order of the day. He should be put on trial and hopefully sent to jail for life!!
There are some hard but inevitable decisions that need to be made to save our economy. The
workers unions are not going to take this well, and we are most certainly going to have
numerous strikes, protesting against job losses. But we have no choice! We have far too
many overpaid and unproductive workers in all of the state-owned enterprises. We need to
turn these back into to the once profitable businesses they used to be. We need to reduce our
debt and create real sustainable jobs. These changes need to happen sooner rather than later!
Privatisation is the way to go!
I believe we have the right man at the helm now with our new President Cyril Ramaphoza! I
am positive about our future and the fighting will of our people.
It was so wonderful to see the country come together after our Rugby team won the World
Cup in Japan. People from all races and all walks of life standing together, singing the
national anthem and just rejoicing in our Victory. This proves that our rainbow nation can
have the same goal even though we are so different. South Africa is on the brink of a new
season of “Stronger Together” and we are so excited to be a part of this.

I would like to thank you all for taking the time to read my report and get a glimpse of what
is happening in our lives. I would also like to express our appreciation to you for putting your
trust in our company to experience your dream Safaris. You are our friends and without you
and your support we are not much! Together, we are Stronger! You see this has a great ring
to it…

I would like to leave you with the wise words of Mahatma Gandhi:
“A Customer is the most important visitor on our premises.
He is not dependant on us. We are dependent on him.
He is not an interruption in our work. He is the purpose of it.
He is not an outsider in our business. He is part of it.
We are not doing him a favour by serving him. He is doing us a favour by giving us an
opportunity to do so.”

We wish you all a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Mark Dedekind and Team
Proudly South African

