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Newsletter 2016

Dear Hunting Friends,

2016 will always be remembered as a year where we all worked together to pull through the most
horrific drought!

Since the start of weather documentation there has not been a more terrible drought as the one
we had in South Africa this year. What made it especially bad is the fact that in the past three
years we had way less rainfall than average. Progressively the grass declined, trees died, the
underground water supply diminished and our dams dried out.

It was serious in the latter part of the season; as for the first time since we have had the farm
(1982) we had to intervene with feeding …drastically!. Since March we dropped tones of fodder
on a daily basis. Yes, we lost animals; old and weak ones became casualties of the drought, but
that is the way of nature! It could have been much worse, but thanks to three reasons we were
able to keep the damage to a minimum:

1.
Thorough and timely feeding with high quality fodder on a daily basis without exception.
Our farm manager, Dave Powell and the Team accomplished this by thorough planning and
rigorous execution of this task.

2.
Just as important, if not more so, was the support of our hunters! Many thanks to all of
you who helped us! I explained to all hunters the reason why we had to cull more animals this
year than in the previous years and they rose to the occasion. In May we sent out an email to all
our hunters with special offers and a plea to support us with the culling. Due to the selective
culling exercise this year we gave the majority of the animals a greater chance of survival without
impacting much on our Trophy quality for the years ahead. It is impossible to feed all animals and
we would have lost hundreds of animals, without the help of our hunters assisting us with this
structured culling. Due to the culling, more food and water was available for the remaining
stronger animals, who could keep their strength up until the rains came.
3.
Yes, dear friends rain has fallen!! I performed a rain dance after the first good downpour,
that you can view on our facebook page! Although the rainy season has just begun, at the end of
October we measured between 70 and 105mm over a 10 day period and the bush has sprung to
life! You can watch the grass grow, trees are sprouting and there is even some water in the dams.
The animals run up and down, prancing with joy and being quit silly, this in turn brings us joy and
happiness and we give thanks to God.

A little more news from Zululand:

We had a very good year of hunting, thanks to the response to our special offers. Dear guests,
you helped us immensely to complete this year’s quota. You played a crucial role, and as a result
of your support the majority of the animals survived. The revenue from the hunting was
reinvested in the purchase of fodder, ensuring our animals survival and wellbeing. We thank you!
Our offer of the Hunt & Sightseeing Package , remains our bestseller. We have worked out a new
9 Day combo variant, in addition to the 11 Day one.[ see bellow ] As our most recent Top DVD by
Patrick Kastner shows, there is hardly a better way to combine hunting and a family holiday , than
in Zululand. Where our beautiful hunting grounds are complemented by our warm African
personalised hospitality.
Hunting in our fantastic reserve Mahlalela, with her mountains and valleys, high plateaus and
thick bush is so versatile. Here you find a great variety of animals like Nyala, Reedbuck, Mountain
Reedbuck, Buchbuck, Bushpig, Red Duiker to name a few.

The possibility to combine excursions with hunting like day trips to Jozini Dam, game viewing by
boat, fishing and grilling Tommy’s famous sausages are some of the highlights. Horseback riding,
rhino tracking and enjoying the wellness oasis of the neighbouring lodge are part of our attractive
offers for the entire family on a Safari in Zululand.

At the end of the Safari we suggest a few days at the Indian Ocean. Endless beeches, warm sea…
a dream for swimming and long strolls. St. Lucia offers so much!!! Great accommodation and
restaurants with fresh seafood, deep see fishing, whale watching, elephant interaction, national
parks, Zulu-markets and much more. For your entire stay, you will be accompanied and hosted
by your Professional Hunter.

A big bonus is that after your stay in St. Lucia, we can take you to Richards bay (1hour drive by car
from where you can take a domestic flight to Johannesburg to connect to your international flight
home.

What’s new in Zululand?
We are constantly renovating and
this year is no different. We hope
that you will like the enhancements
to our lodge.
Hunting wise, we will offer less
culling in Zululand for the year
ahead, but we will have more culling
in Wagendrift in combination with
Zululand on Blesbuck and other
game. We did less culling in the last
two years in Wagendrift and with
this year’s good lambing season, the
numbers have recovered very well.
For our hunters with no more space
on their walls for Trophies and
prefer culling hunts, be assured
there will have plenty of animals to
hunt in Zululand.

Zululand Map

Normal trophy hunting on all game species in Zululand will be just as good as previous years.
Once again we offer 10 Buffalo Bulls for hunting and also Buffalo cows which are just as exciting
a hunt as the bulls.
Hunting season Zululand: 1. February - 30. November.
In Thaba Tholo , close to Thabazimbi the drought did not have that much of an impact as in
Zululand and once again we expect top trophies of all species. Starting next year we will offer
culling hunts not only on Warthog as in the previous years but also on Wildebeest and Impala!
This surely is good news for a lot of hunters offering a great experience to hunt a variety of game.
Since 2016 we have hunted 20 Buffalo bulls per year. Nowhere in South Africa and the rest of
Africa will you find a better value for money or thrilling Buffalo hunt!
Here is why!
-

50.000 ha exclusive hunting area!!!

We have a population of over 800 Buffalo including many old bulls and other antelopes
that can be hunted at the same time.

The total price of € 9.900-, all-inclusive and including an old “Dagga Boy” Buffalo Bull and
hunting on the basis of 1 Hunter with 1 Professional Hunter.
We hunt Buffalo ethically! These animals where born and bred here in the wild, not like
many other places in South Africa.
-

Malaria and Tsetse fly free area!!

Here are some examples of Buffaloes of 2016,

Our Sable population has increased very well, and starting in 2017 we will have a large hunting
quota. Good news for our hunters is that the prices are now very attractive and affordable!
Have a look at our new offer!

2016 was a great year for big Trophy Warthog!

Warthog culling will again be offered.

No area in South Africa or Namibia has such a good
population of and quality Warthog!
We expect 2017 to be no different!
Thaba Tholo is only three hours from Johannesburg
Airport. With accommodation in a luxury Safari tented
camp, great food and prime hunting, a must for every
hunter. Here you can hunt Buffalo and Eland by
tracking, a VERY exiting experience. It is rare to find
areas of this magnitude without the interference of
traditional tourism. This area is exclusively for our
hunting guests.

We have been well blessed and are all doing well at MDS. We are a Team that works together
well. Sam, whom many of you know well, is a partner on whom I can depend 100%. He has his
responsibilities and completes his tasks with great confidence and care. Our Professional Hunters
Tommy and Freddy are the pillars in our company.
Tommy and our Chef Vanile manage Thaba Tholo on their own with great results. Tommy
matured into a top PH. His abilities as a butcher are constantly improving and Tommy has become
part of the family and we all love him dearly. There is no girlfriend at the moment, but that will
soon change………
Freddy has become a vital part of MDS. He is very active on Facebook, Instagram and is in charge
of the website. He supports me in the design of all advertising; fliers and brochures, as well as the
banners for the exhibition booths. It is great to have a computer literate associate, as I am pretty
handicapped in this sector.
Needless to say, we are becoming more careful with ‘Social Media’, by carefully selecting which
pictures are published and which aren’t, is being well thought over. Having said this, ‘Social
Media’ has become a vital tool for client communication and advertising.
Karl is also well. When he experiences too much stress he has some difficulties and setbacks, but
generally he is doing great! Yes you guessed it, he is single again… what can I say??

Karl will only guide 4 Safaris per year as his Taxidermy Business has grown well and cannot leave
his brother with the workload single handily for too long. He prefers to guide on Buffalo, Eland
and other Antelopes.
We have employed a new apprentice Prof Hunter. His
name is Jim and he is from the area of Thabazimbi. He
still needs to complete some exams and gain some
practical experience. He is a good hunter and tracker
and has a nice and easy going personality that fits very
well into our Team.
Franciska & Jim

Since August his wife Franciska works in the kitchen in Zululand as chef. She is learning fast from
our head Chef Vanile and we look forward to having them both with us for many years.

Telani, my Wife and personal assistant is a blessing! I already wrote last year that I am extremely
fortunate to have such a beautiful, intelligent and hard-working assistant! In addition she may sit
on the bosses lap without consequences!! Telani has been active in the office at MDS for the last
two years and I can say with pride that she is now totally in control of her work and our office
runs like clockwork!
It is great to work with Freddy and Telani, one team, one family, one goal which is: Top service
and satisfied guests that wish to return! We love what we do!
My Family is very well. Lara, our eldest daughter
(17) has been elected deputy head girl at her
school. We are so proud of her. This January she
will start her final year at school… I can’t believe it!!
We will try to get her a place at Stellenbosch
University. She would like to study B.Com LLB.
Amy is 15 years old and has integrated herself very
well at the same boarding school as Lara. They are
both very hard working and get very good grades.
Both of them are a force to be reckoned with on
the hockey field.
As a family we did very little hunting this year, both girls culled a Nyala each; it was a great
experience. Next year we plan to go to Namibia in the winter holidays and do some hunting there.
My Parents, Brother and Sister are doing very well. My father turned 83 and we celebrated my
Mother’s 80th with family on the farm. Telani’s parents are also well.

Fred is very active with his sightseeing tours and drives all over South Africa. There is no better
tour guide!
We can only recommend him for your next sightseeing tour before or after your hunt.
We are blessed to have healthy parents!

I have a new dog… DEXTER!
Zack is still with us and he is doing well. Maybe he will
manage to hunt another season and help train Dexter.
Dexter will go to school from November until February. I
am very excited because he has the potential to be a great
hunting dog. He is a cross of a Slovakian Kopov and German
Hunting Terrier ;]

Zack

Me & Dexter

Only when I write my annual report do I realise how much has happened in the past year! Every
year each and every one of us is assigned with more and more duties and responsibilities, and
before you know it, a year has passed!
This also happened in Camp Carlos, Mozambique. Us partners invested a lot this year and the
entire camp is renovated! It has turned out great and we can’t wait to be there for our annual

Camp Carlos

holiday in December. More and more of our clients combine a week’s hunting in Zululand with
an additional week at Camp Carlos. Our camp is
located on a beautiful beach of the Indian Ocean.
You can stroll for hours on abandoned beaches
and collect shells. Excellent deep sea fishing, sun
bathing, snorkelling and swimming are the daily
programme. The accommodation is neat and
clean with the welcome luxury of air conditioning,
220v electricity and hot showers. We spoil
ourselves with fresh seafood and cold cocktails. If
you want to forget everyday life for a bit and relax,
Camp Carlos is the right place to be!!

Yes, there is a need for a bit of politics in my annual report! Finally there is good news. In August
we had our regional elections. In the past the ANC (present Government) won all major metros,
excluding Cape Town and the Western Cape which has always been run by the DA. After all the
antics that our present corrupt president Jacob Zuma has been up to, he lost a lot of support! The
result was that Johannesburg, Pretoria and Port Elisabeth was won by the DA, some with the
coalition of smaller parties. Only Durban and East London of the major cities are still governed by
the ANC. This is such a great sign of hope for South Africa. The people have had enough of
corruption and lies and put their hope confidently in the DA.

In 2019 we have general elections and it is speculated that the DA might become the new ruling
party of South Africa. Zuma must carry on like he is and, lose more support and then we can direct
the path of this country in a new and positive direction with the Democratic Party.
Easier said than done, some might say, but at least there is a glimmer of hope, which not many
countries of the world can say in this day and age. Let’s leave it at that, we don’t want to start to
speak of immigrants, Donald Trump and others, I am sure you all had enough of that topic.

Dear friends, thank you for all the trust you have put in MDS and our Team for so many years. We
can’t wait to plan your next trip to South Africa with you. We are looking forward to sharing many
more memorable hunting experiences together. We are looking forward to camp fires and BBQ’s
with Gin & Tonic or great South African wine. You, our clients and friends are the backbone of this
enterprise and give us reason to preserve our wonderful nature and wildlife.

Our travel plans:
Telani, Freddy and I will be at the following EXPOS

1.

Hannover, Pferd & Jagd, Hall 2 Stand F51: Mark & daughter: Lara, 08.-11. Dec 2016.

2.

Dortmund, Jagd & Hund, Stand No 7.C46: Mark, Telani & Freddy: 31. Jan - 05. Feb 2017.

3.

Vienna visit: Mark & Telani: 05.12. Feb 2017 we will meet you with pleasure.

4.

Salzburg, Die Hohe Jagd & Fischerei, Stand No 1021 : Mark: 16.-19. Feb 2017.

5.

Vienna, JASPOWA, Mark & Telani: 24.-26. March 2017.

We are looking forward to seeing you at one of the events!

We wish you a very Merry Christmas with friends and family and a great start to the New
Year!

With the best regards
Mark and Team

